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seen, he was the petson who took charge of Cabinet
meetings when they ceased to be attended by the
Sovereign; and, since the Cabinet by that time was
representative of one party, the person who took
charge of the meetings was normally the party chief as
well. But the growth of democracy has added a third
aspect to the dignity of Prime Minister. Ordinary men
and women—most of us, in fact—are appealed to by
a person more easily than by a set of principles: at an
election we vote for the party that supports So-and-so
as leader, and at a crisis we look for a solution, not to
the party principles or programme, but to the character
of the leader who carries the party with him. This
tendency may well be deplorable, but the fact remains
that a modern General Election is sometimes hardly
more than a demonstration of popular confidence in
one man, who is thus nominated Prime Minister, in
effect, by the electorate.
The Prime Minister is, of course, actually appointed
by the King, whose hand he kisses on accepting office,
and of whom he takes leave on resigning. He has an
official residence at 10 Downing Street, which was
presented to Sir Robert Walpole by George II; and
since 1906 he has been placed in the official table of
precedence as fourth of the King's un-royal subjects,
ranking next after the Archbishops and Lord
Chancellor But his practical authority is still vastly
greater than the nominal position suggests.
In the first place, the Prime Minister is the only
link between the other ministers and the Sovereign.
Apart from the "Cabinet Conclusions," which are
drawn up by the Cabinet Secretariat, the King has no
knowledge of Cabinet discussions, except what the
Prime Minister may choose to tell him. Moreover^

